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Foreword

Geoscience BC Overview

Geoscience BC (GBC) is a unique, in dus try-led, in dus try-fo cused, not-for-profit geoscience or ga ni za tion. Since its in cep -
tion in April 2005 with a $25 mil lion start-up grant from the Gov ern ment of Brit ish Co lum bia, GBC has pur sued its man date
of at tract ing new ex plo ra tion in vest ment to Brit ish Co lum bia through a com bi na tion of GBC-led ini tia tives and fund ing of
part ner ship pro jects. The ma jor ity of GBC’s part ner ship pro jects are iden ti fied through an an nual Re quest for Pro pos als
(RFP) pro cess, which takes place each fall. Geoscience BC–led geo phys i cal and geo chem i cal sur veys have been de vel oped
by GBC’s Tech ni cal Ad vi sory Com mit tees, staff and Pro ject Team, and un der taken by means of con tracts awarded through
a call for bids, or sole-sourced where specific technical expertise was required.

Geoscience BC ob tains in dus try in put into pro ject plan ning through our Pro ject Team of in dus try con sul tants and our two
Tech ni cal Ad vi sory Com mit tees (Min er als and Oil & Gas) of ded i cated in dus try vol un teers and gov ern ment geoscientists,
who ad vise GBC’s Board of Di rec tors on pro ject pri or i ties and re view pro pos als received in response to the RFPs.

As of De cem ber 2008, GBC has sup ported 47 part ner ship pro jects with an in vest ment of $6.6 mil lion, which has been
matched by over $5.6 mil lion in part ners’ funds. These pro jects in clude air borne geo phys i cal sur veys, geo chem i cal sur -
veys, min eral de posit stud ies, map ping pro jects, data com pi la tions and nu mer ous oil and gas –re lated pro jects in the
intermontane bas ins. Pro jects funded through Geoscience BC’s Fall 2008 RFP will be announced in early 2009.

Geoscience BC has also funded three ma jor GBC-led pro jects: QUEST, QUEST-West and Nechako Seis mic. The QUEST
and QUEST-West pro jects fo cus on high light ing the min eral po ten tial in BC’s in te rior us ing re gional geo phys i cal and geo -
chem i cal sur veys, with QUEST fo cus ing on the Quesnel Terrane be tween Wil liams Lake and Mac ken zie, and QUEST-West 
fo cus ing on the Stikine Terrane be tween Vanderhoof and Ter race. To gether, these pro jects rep re sent over $10 mil lion in
pub lic geoscience in vest ment in BC. Fund ing part ners for QUEST and QUEST-West in clude the North ern De vel op ment
Ini tia tive Trust, the Prov ince of Brit ish Co lum bia and the Re gional Dis tricts of Bulkley-Nechako and Kitimat-Stikine. All
QUEST and some QUEST-West geo phys i cal data are now avail able through Geoscience BC’s website, with the re main ing
QUEST -West geo phys ics and geochemistry scheduled for release in early 2009.

The third GBC-led pro ject, Nechako Seis mic, is Geoscience BC’s first ma jor oil and gas pro ject. The 330 line-kilo metres of
Vibroseis® seis mic data col lected this past sum mer in the north ern Nechako Ba sin will aid in de ter min ing hy dro car bon po -
ten tial in the ba sin. This $2.5 mil lion pro ject was funded by Geoscience BC and a grant from the North ern De vel op ment Ini -
tia tive Trust, and was made pos si ble through the sup port of the Nazko First Na tion, BC Min is try of En ergy, Mines and Pe -
tro leum Re sources, BC Oil and Gas Com mis sion and Bighorn Land & Field Service Ltd.

In ad di tion to the orig i nal start-up grant of $25 M, the Prov ince of Brit ish Co lum bia has gen er ously sup ported Geoscience
BC with an ad di tional $11.7 M grant in the 2008 pro vin cial budget.

Geoscience BC Summary of Activities 2008

Geoscience BC is pleased to pres ent the re sults of on go ing and re cently com pleted geoscience pro jects and sur veys in this,
our sec ond edi tion of the Geoscience BC Sum mary of Ac tiv i ties. The vol ume is di vided into three sec tions, and con tains a to -
tal of 21 pa pers, pre pared by in dus try con sul tants and con trac tors, uni ver sity-based re search ers and government
geoscientists.

The first sec tion con tains two pa pers on the QUEST-West Pro ject in cen tral Brit ish Co lum bia, high light ing the geo phys i cal
and geo chem i cal sur veys that make up this $5.4 mil lion pro ject. The sec ond sec tion con tains eleven pa pers on min eral ex -
plo ra tion–re lated part ner ship pro jects sup ported by Geoscience BC, in clud ing geo chem i cal, surficial ge ol ogy, map ping,
min eral de posit and rock prop erty data com pi la tions. The third sec tion con tains eight pa pers high light ing Geoscience BC’s
Nechako Seis mic Pro ject, and com ple men tary part ner ship pro jects fo cused in BC’s in te rior bas ins. All pa pers are also
avail able on Geoscience BC’s website (www.geosciencebc.com), and we en cour age read ers to visit website for ad di tional
in for ma tion on all the pro jects, in clud ing pro ject ab stracts, posters and presentations, and final datasets for all GBC-funded
projects.
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