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37 NEW ANALYTICAL ATTRIBUTES FOR 8256 RGS/NGR SAMPLES
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A total of 8256 archived drainage sediment samples have been reanalyzed by inductively coupled
plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) by ALS Chemex (North Vancouver). This technique
provides a wide range of new analytical information at improved detection levels plus greater data
compatibility with analytical methods currently being employed.

The QUEST-South sampling program covered approximately 14,000 km2 and was focused on a region
that had received relatively limited coverage during earlier geochemical surveys. Using standards set by
the NGR and RGS programs, stream-based sample collection was carried out from June to October and
a total of 800 stream-sediment and water samples were systematically acquired. .

To further augment the geochemical coverage of parts of the study area, basal till samples were collected
from 200 sites at an average density of one site per 4 km2 over a 1,000 km2 area. The combination of
basal till availability, a relatively thin overburden cover and a uniform ice-flow direction provided for an
ideal sampling environment for reconnaissance-scale till geochemistry exploration programs.

Regional geochemical surveys were first completed in the project area from 1976 to 1981 as part of the National Geochemical Reconnaissance (NGR) and BC
Regional Geochemical Survey (RGS) programs. The government-funded work included the collection of stream-sediment and water samples from a total of 8071
stream-based sample sites. The original surveys only included a limited selection of analytical information. In the early 1990s, archived sediment pulps from these
surveys were reanalyzed by instrumental neutron activation analysis (INAA) and results for gold and a range of pathfinder metals and rare earth elements was added
to the provincial database. In 2006, a Geoscience BC supported lake sediment survey included a portion of the Fraser Plateau in the northern part of the study area.

The QUEST-South project is the third of a series of large-scale regional geochemical studies that have
been sponsored by Geoscience BC since 2007. Each of these projects (QUEST, QUEST-West and
QUEST-South) has included a number of important initiatives such as infill sampling and the reanalysis
of archived sediment pulps. To date, over 5,000 drainage sediment samples have been collected and
20,000 sediment samples from previous NGR/RGS surveys have been reanalyzed using current
laboratory methods. The work has significantly improved the availability of geochemical data and also
complements other geoscience initiatives, such as airborne geophysical surveys funded by Geoscience
BC that are also aimed at promoting and stimulating exploration interest in the project areas.
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